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American Embassy, Saigon 
May Ui, 1953' 


Dear Paul: 

As I leave Saigon I wish to express to you my deep appreciation 
for the many courtesies you have extended to me during my stay in 
Vietnam. These courtesies were capped yesterday by the lovely Reception 
which you and Madame Ely graciously rendered to me at the Palais Gia-Long. 

^° U hon Hateful I am for the kindness and understand- 
ing with which you approached the many problems that we had to study 
together. Your high integrity and forthrightness were a constant source 
of admiration to me. Even when we did not fully agree, which fortunately 
was rarely the case, I had great respect for the honesty of your views 
and the deep sincerity with which you expressed them. I feel certain 
that the progressive programs which we and our staffs here were able to 
develop to assist the Vietnamese will, if fully implemented by the Govem- 
ment, go a long way toward combatting the insidious penetration of Viet 
iJinh Communism. 

It lias been a genuine pleasure to work with you, and I only hope 
that our paths will cross again 'ere long. 

Meanwhile, please accept my warmest personal regards, which I will 
ask you to extend also to Madame Ely, and my very best wishes for the 
future. 

Faithfully yours, ( 




J. Lawton Collins 
Special Representative 
of the United States in Vietnam 


General Paul Ely, 

Commissioner General of France, 

Commander in Chief in Indochina, 
Palais Gia-Long, 

Saigon. 
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